The photos in Break-In for March/April 2008, of the monument commemorating the first ZL – G contact by Frank Bell, Z4AA, reminded me that I had seen mention of some of his earlier exploits in the log books of 7AA in Hobart.   So I transcribed a few interesting entries, which I append below.
But first a little about 7AA and the other the stations mentioned:

Trevor Watkins, 7AA, 7DX, A7DX, OA7DX, VK7DX, was the leading radio experimenter in Hobart before 1930.   He was born in 1898 and died in 1931, probably of TB.

The Radio and Electronics Club in Hobart has some of his log books from 1923 to 1930.   The log books are incomplete, but are a fair copy of his working notes.

Watty's first log book entry is dated 4th February, 1923, and reads "VHS de 7AA  sigs qsa laying at Hobart wharf".   He notes that he was using 80 volts on an "R" valve.

Wattys initial experiments were on 420 metres and it was not until he heard New Zealand stations on 250M that he tried the higher frequency.

Watty was heard on the mainland and reports swapped by letter, but the first interstate two way contact, with 2ZG, was not until August 1923.   It was not until he had a more powerful transmitter, a UV202 with a 350 volt AC power supply, that regular interstate contacts are logged.

3MC - S.N.Newman, Melbourne (Amalgamated Wireless).  “Uses R valve for transmitting & has very low input -  uses a DC generator at 500 - 600 volts.   He has the best aerial  here & is in an ideal site & uses the best of everything & is really not an "amateur" at all.   However his results are very good.”, said 3JU in a letter.

3JU - Ross Hull, Melbourne.   Later went to USA and became the technical editor of QST and the ARRL Handbook.   At this time he used an R valve for transmitting, 6 watts and an electrolytic rectifier in the power supply.

3BQ - Max Howden, Melbourne.   5 watt valve,  8 watts and electrolytic rectifier.

3AA - R.J.Orbell, Christchurch.

Bell – Frank Bell, Palmerston South.   Later Z4AA

Here are some of the log entries.

26/4/1923

7.10pm   2mb de 3mc   had cable from NZ saying speech hrd.  Testing him tonite 8pm   He cum back on CW

8pm   Bell nz de 3mc   Bell New Zealand de 3mc   Many tks cable – send letter to Collins House and they will forward it to me   Transmit for half an hour and I will reply at 9pm if heard or not.   3JU has been using Marconi receiving valve for transmission six watts

9pm   Bell de 3mc   Ur sigs OK but heavy qrm – tri fone for 15 mins then listen for 3JU on 375 metres

9.38   Bell de 3JU   Can read ur cw at 30 feet [see note 1]

10.20pm   Bell de 3JU   OK Regards to all u NZ fellows – gn see u tomw   gn de 3JU

(My only regret was did not know Bell’s wavelength)

29/6/1923   (got Bell and 3AA first time I listened for them   250-280 metres)

7.40pm   Rowson Hawere de Bell NZ – tcq pse send same wave as before (faded)

7.55pm   3aa de Bell   ge om qtc hw k

3aa de Bell   this ani btr to receive om?   Will tri fone – min

(got snatches of speech)   hello old bean – I suppose that will be alright

8.35pm   (3aa)   sorry but micro packing spoilt modn

9pm   Bell de 3aa nz   I dont think modn so good.   To Mr Angus Cromwell (fade) Thanks for letter   I didn’t know u were a Radio Bug too

9.5pm 3aa de Bell (faded) to Mr Angus Cromwell    didn’t know Radio Bugs grew in Central thought u only grew apples there om.   Suppose u Bugs listening on the apples eh?   The Radio Bugs r pest anyway   Sa om how do you get me up there amongst the snow eh   Icebergs cold enough ere

9.20 pm   Bell de 3aa   going to blast that fool with the 1000 cw receiving valve   (3aa chats 1000 valve chaps   fone)   [see note 2]

9.23pm   (Bell)   Well played Jack   Give im ell   Bell gn SK

(Note   Bell and 3aa are exactly on the same wave)

1/7/23

9.35pm   cq de 3aa nz   Will any amateurs   (missed some accum run dn)

9.50pm   Bell de 3aa   Christchurch NZ ere gn SK

cq de Bell Palmerston South NZ (fade) If anyone in Aussie hears this pse send me a card gn Bell SK

5/7/1923

7.55pm   cq de Bell   Hope u all got speech OK Messrs Bissell and Goodwill and Edwards 1aa Auckland and Nicol Shaw gd luck – best 73s de Bell Palmerston   Mani thanks men for reports   I no time write – off for holidays tomw so this stn closes down tonite for three weeks   cu all agn then.   1aa Mr Norman Edwards Auckland de Bell nz – 1aa de Bell – tks ltr om   Can’t wangle licence from PO myself so I just carry on   Hope hear u soon om   best 73s de Bell Palmerston

15/7/1923

8pm (came on) If anyone else also gets this at a distance would be glad of report.   Address   R.J.Orbell 154 Heaton St Christchurch NZ

26/7/1923

8.50pm   4aa nz de 3bq Melbourne – Heard 4aa calling Ch at 6.16pm our time yesterday the twentyfifth then some music and then voice which said – Hello 3aa Christchurch   who was this pse eh – Mr G Howden K de 3bq K (bum fist)

Note 1:

An early method of  signal strength reporting was to say how far away from the headphones you could still hear the signal.

Note 2:

Nearby regenerative receivers could interfere with reception as they transmitted a weak carrier.   (There's an interesting entry in the log for  19th March, 1924 –  “7aa de 7om . . . using rec for transmitting as transmitter out of action for time . . .”)
