             7DR and the Devonport Radio Club
The Devonport Radio Club started in 1932 under the Presidency of Mr Lonsdale Atkinson – at the time the manager of  Tasmanian Woolgrowers.


The aims of the club were stated to be :-

· Promotion of radio as a hobby

· Instruction in radio theory and morse code,

· Assisting members to obtain their “amateur operators Certificate of proficiency.

They rented clubrooms in Webb’s Building on Formby Road (Recently Taswegia) and heavily damped it with black drapes as well as carpet.

With the construction of their radio station, 7DR, the club commenced transmitting in the broadcast band on the crystal controlled frequency of 241 metres AM with the power input to the final amplifier of 25 watts. In the early 30’s commercial stations were not allowed to transmit after 10.30pm during the week or until late afternoon on Sundays so amateur stations had a fairly clear band.

The studio had an announcers desk with one microphone and turntable, a piano and chairs.  The attached control room and workshop held the transmitter , workbenches ,tools etc.


The mast was self-supporting and about 70 feet high and held one end of the antenna – the other end attached to the Woolgrowers building.

Programmes were of recorded music and live entertainment plus items of local interest.     One memorable occasion was when the full Devonport Brass Band crammed into the 12 foot square studio – bedlam !!.   The microphone was damped by two solid cushions – did not do much for the high frequencies.


Reception reports were received from Victoria, New South Wales, SouthAustralia , Queensland and NewZealand.  Remarkable with only 25 watts and fairly simple receivers – mainly due to the minimal noise and interference from very few industrial or domestic appliances that did exist then.


The station closed in 1936.
