Athol John Roland Manning
Early last Monday morning amateur radio lost one of it’s Tasmanian pioneers when Athol John Manning , VK7LR, became a silent key.

Athol suffered a severe stroke 4 weeks previously and never got out of hospital.


Born at Paradise in 1916 Athol left school during the depression to start a job he detested – working for his father as an upholsterer.  There was no work in the profession he hankered for, wireless.        The marine board gave him free access to the wharf and he spent all the time he could in the radio rooms of the ships in port as well as helping a Mr Hedley Higgs to manufacture loudspeaker cabinets.


Athol sat for his amateur ticket in 1934 and has been a WIA member since that time.  In 1932 Athol and the members of the Devonport Radio Club set up the amateur station 7DR on the Devonport waterfront on 241 metres in the broadcast band with 25 watts output, transmitting Sundays and after 10.30 pm weekdays when the few commercial stations could not transmit..


He did his first public address job at Spreyton in 1934 and his last about 1990.   He joined the Walton P. Hill organization as their radio technician in 1935, then became a technical school-teacher till he was called up in 1939 with many other hams to staff the airforce communications.


Demobbed in 1945 Athol spent some time in Melbourne with an electronics expert there, Jiggy Myer,  together they did the P.A. work for the Melbourne Victory celebrations.   1946 saw him back in Devonport with his new wife Mabel.  He set up his radio shop in Rooke st., maintaining the Fire brigade and police radios.      To add to his already showcard/ticketwriting skills he took an arts course at the tech., producing some fine paintings.   He had his own photographic darkroom in an old wardrobe that Mabel had to lock him into – for a chair  the only thing that would fit was an  upturned child’s potty.  His agile brain never stopped working.  Anyone who has tasted Athol’s home brew beer will vouch for just another of Athol’s specialities.
