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Tasmania celebrates its

GOLDEN JUBILEE

Mr. A. Harold Masters, Architect, Electrician and Lecturer
in Electrical Engi ing at the | Technical College
is credited with being the first in Taamanis to demonstrate
communication by means of Wireless Telegraphy. These ex-
periments took place prior to 1900, probebly in late 1898 or
1899, Later, in 1906 he carried out two way experiments with
H.M.S. Pioneer both in the Tamar River end along the
northwest coast of Tasmania using Telefunken equipment ob-
tained from Melbourne. are few detsils available but

parently there was no two way contact slong the coast. Mr.

aster's signals were, however, heard when the ship was nesr
Devanport. Same of the frame senals belonging to this equip-
ment are being held for the Institute’s Museum. ¥ congist
of copper birdcsge wire netting nllllth'd 108 metal croas about

The Tesmsnian Division of the Wireless lInstitute of
Australia was first established in Hobart slightly before June
1923 and & branch was formed in Leunceston two montha later
in Auguat. There is little documented evidence of the eerly

ars of the Divigion. but s receipt dated 19th June 1923, has
z‘un preserved and indicates that Mr. J. C. Milne of Gretna,
VK7AG, was & member at that time and thay Mr. W. L.
Scanlon was secretary. Probably Mr. F. W, Medhurst,
VKTAH, war President and Mr. W, T. Watkins, VK7AA, the
leading experimenter. In those days the Institute was regard-
ed as being more of & nationwide association rather than s
local one. Some strong dissension srose amongst some of the
members and the Institute fell into di te. Locsl clubs
then sptang ub in the two centres - the Hobart Radio Ex-
i " Club (later the Hobart Radio Research Clubl in

3 feel across and were app ¥ slly one
above the other.

L. J. CROOKS, VK7BQ
Patron of the Tasmanian Division
First licensed in 1925.

Mr. F. W. Medhurst (“Pop”), who was lster VEKTAH was
alsn experimenting with 12" and 14" spark coils in Hobart.
duly 2nd 1901, Mr. Medburst and Mr. Hallem. who were both
members of the P.M.G's Department in Hobart were
sucessful in communicating with H. M 5. St. George which
wes ane of the ships accompanying the Duke of York on his
visit 10 Australia 1o open the first Federal Perliament. A
number of successful contacis were carried out with the ship
both in the Derwent eatusry end on the esst coast of
Tasmania. The greatest distance over which communication
was carried out was ahout G0 miles. This vessel had iousty
been contacted by Mr. H. W. Jenvey, (father of Bill, VK220)
st the entrance to Port Philip heads on May 6th 1901, These
achievements are all the more nateworthy when it ia
remembered that they took place some six months before Mar-
coni successfully spanned the Atlantic.

The Marconi Company erected sisiions 81 East Devonpert,
Tasmanis, and Queenschifl. Victaria. in 1905.6. The stations
were opened for traffic on July 12th 1906 with the exchange of
messages between the Prime Minister. Governors of the States
and other dignitaries, It i» prabeble, however, that the firt
contact across Bass Strait took place during experiments con.
ducted by the engineers late in 1905,

By 1812 there were sbout s dozen experimenters in
Launceston and Hobari who were conducting experiments
with spark equipment. The outbreak of war in 1914 put an end
to the experiments until sbout 1920. “Pop" Medhurat was still
active and was assisted by Mr. W, T, Watkine (“Watty”) who
was given the call sign TAA, and later still VKTDX. He was
one of Tasmenia's most successful experimenters in the early
twenties and was the first (o dethonstrate telephony in
Tasmania, in associstion with Mr. H. i, Lewis in 1923 It wan
shout this time thal groups of enthusiasts began gathering
together to dircuss their expen an ipment. These

atherings led 1o the formstion of clubs in both Hobart and
unceston.
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Hobart. and the Launceston Radio Experimenters’ Club in
Launceston.

in Hobert other sctive members of the HRR.C. were
Mesars. G. W. Lersson, T. Green, W. 0. Duffy, H. Lovett THL.
C. Oldham TXA. L. R. Jensen TLI, K. Lester, F. Dodderidge,
C. Johnson TARE, Kirby, R. D. O'Mav 7OM, G. Fraser, C. A,
Walch TCW, R. Buring THB, J. Heine 7JK, W, E. Masters
TMM, W. Bousfield. C. Harrisson TUH and many others whose
names are not svailable.

In Launceston Mr. W. B, McCabe TAQ was Patron of L. R.
E. C.. Mr. P, 0. Fysh 7PF was President and Chairmen. Mr.
C., Scott 7CS was Secretary, and Mr. L. J. Crooks 7BQ was
Treasurer. Other members were Meaars. W. Turaer, R
Revnolds, E. Ferral, R. Ferral, N, Ceve 7TRC, H. Grahem, E.
Scheldrick TBT. N. Symmons, A. Smith 7AB, W. Scanlen
TAL. G. King, A. Flounders. L. A. Hope 7LA, R. S. Hope RS,
A.S.Gill 7AS. Thomraon M. Geaver, - Newton, - Wolle, E.
E. Cooper TMK. - Phillips, and others.

A convention of the Wireless Institute of Australia was held
in Perth in August 1925 at which all States were represented.
The Tesmenian delegate was Mr. P. O. Fysh TPF who stressed
on hin retum the need for grester "!:micipatinn _in the
Institute’s affaire by Tasmeanis. Accordingly & meeting was
held in Launceston on the 3rd of September 1926 1o discuss the

ion of the T Division_slong the lines
suggesied si the Convention, As a result the Tasmanian Divi-
sion was re-constituted with headguarters in Launceston. The
1 ton Redio Experi "s Club continued to function
tor snother vear bul it gradually faded out in favour of the
Institute which was incorporated in 1925 as # company under

By the late Lon Jensen, B.Sc.,
Dip. Ed., M.LR.E.E. VK7LJ.

The Compenies Act 1920. The Hobart Radio Resesrch Club
continued to flourish in Hobari although most of the tranamit-
ting members were also members of the Institute. For snme
resson (possibly lack of willing workess) the Headquariers
were transferred suddenly to Hobart in June or July 1929. Pop
Medhurst VKTAH became President, and Lon Jensen VITLI
Secratary/Tr . The Head ters of the Division has
remained in Hobart ever since.

The officers of the Division have changed over the years hut
many of the early members are still active. Presidents of the
Division have been Menars. A. H. Masters (1925). W. Judd
(1926). T K. Jebb (1927}, P. O. F‘wh TPF. (1928), F W.
Medhurst VKTAH 1920.30.34.37.38), W. E. Manters
VK7MM (1931.3), W, T. Hooker VKTJH (1935.61, A. E. Allen
VK TPA (1839 - end of war), L. R. Jensen VKTLI {1945 49 snd
1959), J. Brown VK7BJ (19501, R. D. O'Mav VK7OM (1951-
2), L. W, Edwards VKTLE (1953.4), F. J. Evans VK7FJ (1955
&), G. Aschman VKTGA (1957), P. E. L. Dunne VR7PD
(1958), T. A, Allen VKTAL (1960.87), T. Connor VKICT
Hgfl, G. D'Emden VKTZAS (1970-1], E. J. Cruise VK'EJ

&k,

Secretaries were Messr=. P, 0. Fysh TPF (1925.71, C. Seott
7CS (1928). L. R Jensen VK7L (1929), C. Harrisson VKICH
(1920 . iz, B, Buring VKTRE (1530, H M.
Moorhouse (1937 until the end of the war), J. Brown VKTR]
(1945-81, R. D. O'Mevy VETOM (1949-50), L. W Edwards
VKTLE (1951), F. -l Evans VKTFJ (1952.3), W, G. Tait (1954.
5), M. Hurburgh VKTHM (1956), K. E. Millin VKTKA (1957.
621, K. 5%1:;!] VK7KS 11963.5), C. Russel-Green VKICR
11966), E. Beard VKTEB (1967.8). ]. Eadie VK ZIFE (1969-70),
M. L. Conwey VKICL (1931-2).

Patrons of the Divigion have been Messrs. F. W. Medhurst
VK7AH and L. ). Crooks. VK7RQ. who is still patron. The sc-
companying phaoto shows this "grand old man’ of radio in
Launceston.

The group photograph (taken in Dec 1972) shows six_old
timees all wgom are active on the air - many of themon CW.
The detes xhow the date when first licensed.

Other otd timers who are s1ill active include R. M. Barker
VK7RM tex VK5RM 1927), R. Conrad VKTIR (1830), F. E.
Nicholls VKTRY (1332), L. F. Clark VKICK 119323, N.
Campbeil VRTNC (1832), C. P. Wright VKTLZ (1923), D. H.
Fisher VK7ARB (1834). T. Connor VKTCT (1877, M. L. D.
Conway VKTCL (19771, etc.

(Continued on Page 20)

A group of VK7 Old Timers (with dates originally licensed] — left to right —

back rows, C. Harrisson VK7CH (1927), J. Batchler VK7JB (1932), R. D O'May

VK70M (1923): front row, C. A. Walch VK7CW (1926}, J. C. Milne VK7AG
{1921), the 1ate L. R. Jensen VK7LJ (18925).




