The photo (1) is of one of the items in my junk - a “hedgehog transformer”.   I found it at a Sunday market some years ago.   I remember that the late Chas Harrison, VK7CH, told me that they were used in telephone work.   He also said that early amateurs used to use them to generate high voltages by connecting the primaries in parallel and the secondaries in series.

The photo (2) of an early station, probably 7HL, shows such a power supply mounted  on the left hand wall.

The transformer I have is labelled 200 on one end and 300 on the other.   These are the winding resistances – the turns ratio is about 1:1.

I have several references to similar transformers as published in “Harmsworth’s Wireless Encyclopedia” (c1923) where they were sometimes called shell transformers.   They would have been much easier to make than more conventional transformers if the laminations had to be cut out by hand.   Photos (3 . .  6) show construction details.

