From The Mercury, 8th September, 1926.

WIRELESS PROSECUTION

LISTENING-IN WITHOUT LICENCE.

   .. WARNING TO THE PUBLIC. ..

The first prosecution in Tasmania under the Wireless Telegraph Act relating to the use of a listening-in set without a licence took place yesterday before the Police Magistrate (Mr. E. W. Turner) in the City Police Court. John Heine, a youth, of Elizabeth-street, City, was charged with having, on July 29, used an instrument for the purpose of receiving messages by wireless telegraphy without being licensed to do so as required by the Act. He pleaded guilty.

Mr. H. H. Dobson, (Dobson, Mitchell, and Allport), who appeared for the Postmaster General's Department, stated that the penalties provided by the Act for breaches of the telegraph regulations were very severe indeed. Anybody who, without authority under the Act, used an instrument for the receipt of messages, was liable to a fine of £500 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years, or if he elected to be dealt with summarily, the penalty was £50 or six months imprisonment. The case was one that could not be passed over lightly. The licence fee was only 27s. 6d., but the offence was really a fraud on the broadcasting companies, who got 25s. out of the fee, without which they could not give the public the service they did. He did not press for a severe penalty or ask for the confiscation of the instrument, but there were elements which rendered it a suitable occasion on which to give a warning to the public. Inquiries showed that many people spoke highly of the young man, and it was regretted that he should have to be made an example of. His apparatus had been constructed in such a way that by day-time there were the bare poles, and at night the aerial was hoisted into position. That might have been going on for years without being detected.

The Magistrate: It was obviously designed to deceive?

Mr. Dobson: Yes; it looks like it.   At the time of the inspector's visit, music could be heard emanating from the instrument, and several persons were listening-in.

The Magistrate: Alleged music, I suppose. Some of it is dreadful stuff.

Heine stated that he had been "saving up" to get a licence, and had taken out one the following day.

Mr. Dobson stated that as inspections had been made more stringent, in future infractions of the regulations would be difficult.

The Magistrate: These proceedings are taken in the nature of a warning to the public, and in order to mark the offence, I will impose a fine of £1, with 6s. 6d costs and £1 counsel's fee; in default, seven days.

