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1 watched the tiny moon from
the P.M.G. monitor radio sta-
tion at Bellerive.

A voice from space — a
steady “ping” like a fast tele-
phone engagzed sianal — came
from the radio hut as the pin-
point of light climbed up from
the south-west herizon just
before 7.35 p.m.

The first man-made thing to
leave the earth travelled across
the sky about as fast as"an air-
liner would seem to at 1,000ft.

The officer-in- charge of the Hobart coastal station of the Overseas
W. Watson), believed to be the first man in Australia to have seen the
Russian earth satellite, pictured last night watching the satellite as it passed over Hobart.
Inset shows Mr. Watson as he spent most of yesterday — answering telephone inquiries about
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It was brighter than some
stars and appeared slightly big-
ger. Different density air layers
made it seem to waver and jerk
from side to side in its lonely
race through space at nearly
18,000 m.p.h.

Through a powerful tele-

scope, the satellite was a
bright 'round ball, tinged
slightly red.

It took three minutes 45

se¢conds to cross from the south-
west to a point where it disap-

the satellite.

MASS SIGHTING OF RED
"MOON" AS IT
STREAKS OVER TASMANIA

Reporter

OUSANDS of Tasmanians saw the Russian satellite last night, and scores of them tele-
phoned “The Mercury” with eyewitness reports.

peared about a hand’s breadth
from the north-west horizon.

Minutes before the satellite
passed overhead, and during its
transit, radio amateurs through-
out the State heard its radio
signal grow louder.

Some made recordings of the
“blips.”

A Mt, Stuart man, Mr. C.
Wolnizer, believes the satellite
Is sending out information in
code, and will attempt to de-
cipher messages from record-

Telecommunications

ings he has made. He will re-
cord the signals again tomor-
row night.

Mr. W. W. Watson, one of
two men believed to be the
first to see the Russian pro-

jectile, watched its transit
again last night.
Predictions he made after

seeing the satellite on Sunday

with Mr. D. H. Fisher were
proved correct.
Mr. Watson believes the

satellite is travelling in an al-
most constant orbit.

Tasmania was probably one
of the best places in the world
to see it from, he said.

“The satellite is now an
established fact, and the novel-
ty will soon wear off.

“It shoyld appear in the
same place about the same time
today,” he added.

“The next change will be
when it crashes—then some-
one will see the biggest fall-
ing star he’s ever seen.”

Mr, Watson said he was
amazed at the satellite’s bril-
liance.

It was only as big as a beach
pall and as far away as Syd-
ney, but its reflected light from
the sun was as bright as most
stars.

People from the North-West
Coast to Bruny Island, and
Scottsdale to Huonville saw the
satellite cross the sky.

PLEVEN
TO LEAD
FRANCE?

PARIS (A.AP.). —M. Rene
Pleven, 56-year-old middle-
of-the-road near-radical
leader who has been Prime
Minister twice before, yester-
day agreed to try to form
a new French Government.

President -Coty summoned
him from his Britanny con-
stituency to offer him the task.

M. Pleven is the second poli-
tician to be called to end the
week-old crisis caused by the
overthrow of the radical-led
Cabinet of M. Bourges-Maun-
oury over its Algerian Reform
Bill.

M. Guy Mollet, also a for-
mer Premier, turned down an
earlier request to try to form
a new Government,

After talking with M. Coty
for more than an hour. M.
Pleven fold reporters the coun-

demanded “authority, con-
tinur ti0;
“In no case
head a minerity Government,

which can only take half
measures,” he added.
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