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NEWS OF THE DAY.

THE HOBART WIRELESS STATION.

The wireless telegraph station on the Domain is rapidly approaching completion. The building, which has been erected by day labour under the supervision of the Inspector of Public Buildings, is nearly completed, and at present cement floors are being put in, ready for the motors, fittings, etc. The building contains three rooms - an operating-room (21ft. x 11ft.), a transmitting-room (21ft. x 11ft.), and a transforming-room (18ft. x 10ft.). The jury mast, which is to be used for the purpose of getting the main mast into position, is complete, and a number of men from Melbourne, under Mr. Donald McDonald, Installing Engineer, Radio-Telegraph Branch of the Commonwealth Service, are engaged in making the main mast, which is being built of Oregon pine. This mast will be 185ft. in length, and 21 inches square throughout, and the work of getting it into a perpendicular position is one that requires a great deal of skill, as it weighs between 15 and 20 tons. The foot of the mast will not be sunk in the ground, but embedded in a concrete block on the surface, and numerous guys will be required to keep the mast erect. The holes for the eyes which are to hold these have been sunk to a great depth in the solid bluestone rock. Trenches have been sunk for the electric cables, which are to supply the power for driving the motors. These will be carried overhead on iron poles until within about 100 yards of the station, when they will pass into the ground. The current will be supplied by the Hobart   Gas Co. It is expected that the mast will be ready for erection in about three weeks time.
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Photograph 20. Wireless station Domain hill.
Postcard collection, Tasmaniana Library:
State Library of Tasmania.
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